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1.0 Abstract 
 

The “www Research Project” is about, discovering by on line research details of 

ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales , the circumstances of 

their loss ,details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history. 

 

I also wanted to discover more about a barque, what type of ship it was and 

what was the type of trade it suited. 
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3.0 Introduction 

I selected this vessel to research because it was a barque which I know nothing 

about and had a name I hoped would make identification easier, and her port of 

registry was known. I wanted to discover her details, what is different about a 

barque, how she was rigged, about her builders, owners, master and crew. 

• A Steel Hulled four-masted barque,304.5 feet long, 43.2 feet wide, 24.0 

feet deep, with a steel hull, 1370 tons net and 2,444 tons gross weight. 
Rigged with nothing above double top and topgallant sails, (see Fig. 4,p42) 

 

• Its building, some voyages, its grounding and re-floating and 

disappearance in Oregon, USA are all recorded. 
 

• Andrada was on passage from Tacoma, Washington to Liverpool with a 
cargo of Wheat when it hit the Causeway. 

 

• The Board of Trade enquiry found the master solely at faulty for a 
navigational error 

 

• The Andrada was re-floated and towed to Liverpool. It then continued to 

trade until it disappeared in a hurricane in 1900, lost with all hands. 
 

• There is an ongoing website Searlecanada which in one part records the 
history of Sunderland and ship building and the ships built. This includes 

details of Andrada and links to other sites mentioning it, including wrecksite 
EU. 
 

• The site of its grounding on St Patricks causeway has no wreck and its final 

resting site is unknown. 
 

• The complete vessel was re-floated in 1895, the part of the cargo that was 
reported as thrown overboard to lighten the ship if it did not sink, I am 

sure was salvaged locally. The ship was discharged to other vessels before 
being towed off. The damaged wheat was then sold by auction in Liverpool. 
 

• No previous reports I could find, just web sites that include details of its 

building, grounding and loss. 
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4.0 Background 

I knew the Andrada was a Barque, registered in Liverpool that grounded on the 

causeway on 24th March 1895 and then refloated. It afterwards was wrecked. 
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This is a modern chart, the extensions at the river mouth were 

completed after the loss of the Andrada and it is now dredged  
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5.0 Research Methodology   

 

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 
10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 

from the laptop and to assist in transcribing reports. 
 

I started with a Google search for ” Barque Andrada” which led me to Wrecksite 
EU., Searlecanada, Sunderland and dailyastoria (which didn’t allow me to open 

the article because I was based in the EU). 
 

I searched Welsh Newspapers on line for “Andrada” and then I tried “Barque 
Andrada” but this just produced over 100 pages concerning barques but not 

Andrada. A search including Liverpool produced entries concerning stock prices at 
Liverpool. 

 

I searched crewlist which led me to the appropriation book entry and the 
Mercantile Navy list entries from 1892 to 1901. It provided a link to the Maritime 

History Archive index of crew lists and they hold them for 
1891(G2),1893(E2),1897(E2),1898(E2) and 1899(E2). E2 is not an official log 

but is an agreement for Foreign-going ship. Contains information on particulars 
of engagement and discharge for one voyage. It includes information on reports 

of character for crew and wages due. It was signed by the crew at the end of a 
voyage to release the ship, master and the owners from any wage or other 

claims. Includes addresses of the home shipping office for each crew member. 
G2 Not an official log, it includes information on crewmembers who died at sea or 

those who failed to join, deserted, or left the ship, and gives record of the 
substitutes engaged.     

 
I searched Lloyds register for 1894 to 1899, 1895 is not available on line or any 

of the later editions.1893 edition is blank. 

 

I searched Lloyds Casualty lists for 1895 with no trace and then 1901. 

I searched the National Maritime museum for “Andrada” and also for ships plans 

for the vessel with no results. 

I searched “Andrada Sunderland” which produced a web site for ship building on 

the Wear and a search within it produced an entry for the Andrada it had only 

basic details. 

I searched “William Pickersgill & Sons” which produced a National Archive entry 

which led to the Tyne and Wear archives who hold papers, reports, plans, and 

photographs for William Pickersgill & Sons. It does not specify any further details. 
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I searched “Pickersgills Sunderland” which found the site Grace’s guides to British 

industrial history. 

I searched the National Archives for crew lists for “97836” and they hold one for 

1900 (reference BT 99/2154) also Shipping register transcripts and they hold 

one(BT 110/94/25) but both are not available on line, also for “Andrana” with no 

records. 

I used a web site “Latitude” to check latitude and longitude given in Lloyds List 

for locations Andrada was spoken to, to make sure they made sense. 

I searched Google for “Andrada sailing ship”  and found Chinook observer which 

did not allow me access until I used an app “Browsec” to change my location to  

the  USA. This was an article published in May 2020 by Nancy Lloyd, about the 

1900 – 1901 storm season which quoted newspaper articles from the time. 

I also found Historylink.org with an article published in 2006 about the graveyard 

of the Pacific. 

I searched “certificates of masters” and found the Lloyds “Captains registers “ 

now held at the London Metropolitan Archives. Some surnames have been 

indexed A being one, George Arthur Adams (1895) but not T for David Owen 

Thomas who died on the final voyage. The T’s have since been indexed but are 

not available on line, a visit to the Archives is required. 

I searched “ Columbia river pilot John Cordiner”  and while I found no record of 

him I found a University of Oregon site of historic Oregon newspapers which was 

useful. I found many references to the Columbia river entrance from 16th century 

to the present. Andrada is also a surname of Portuguese origin common in that 

part of the USA. 

I had a change of scenery staying on my boat to finish this report but the Tesco 

mobile service refused to allow me to visit the Lloyds register web site until it had 

verified that I was over 18, I might be missing something but I did not find the 

1895 register that exciting. It has amused my wife that anybody should consider 

I am under 18. 
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6.0 Results    
 

 

Vessel  Name/s Andrada 

 Type Four masted Barque  

  Cargo 

Built  Date January 1891 

   

   

 Builder William Pickersgill & Co 

  Southwick Yard,Sunderland 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 2 

 Bulkheads 1 ,cemented 

Propulsion Type Sail  

 Details Square Rigged and fore & aft on mast at stern 

Engine Details None 

   

   

   

 Boilers  

Drive Type  

 Number 97836 

Dimensions Length 304 ft        5    ins       

 Beam 43 ft       2    ins  

 Draught 24 ft       0    ins  

Tonnage Gross 2,444 

 Net 1,370 

Owner First Andrada sailing ship company Ltd, E.F. & W. Roberts 

  British & Foreign Chambers, 26 Chapel St., Liverpool 

 Last Andrada sailing ship company Ltd, E.F. & W. Roberts 

  British & Foreign Chambers, 26 Chapel St., Liverpool 

 Others  

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag British 

 Number 97836 

History Routes Liverpool to Pacific coast USA 

  Liverpool to Australia 

 Cargo Wheat, coal 

Final Voyage From Tocuma, Washington 

 To Liverpool 

 Captain George Arthur Adams 

 Crew 30 

 Passengers none 

 Cargo Wheat 

Wrecking Date 24th March 1895 

 Location St Patricks Causeway 

 Cause Navigational error 

 Loss of life None 

 Outcome Re-floated 
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William Pickersgill started building ships in 1838 with Messrs Miller, Rawson and 

Watson. The firm split in 1845 and Pickersgill opened a yard at Southwick in 

1851. The original William Pickersgill was killed in 1880 and his son, also William 

Pickersgill took over the business in 1887.In 1927 the yard became incorporated 

as William Pickersgill & Sons Limited. During World War II, Pickersgill’s took over 

the neighbouring Priestman yard. The company merged with Austin’s in 1954 and 

the Southwick yard was redeveloped at a cost of £3 million. The yard closed in 

1988 when the company became insolvent and was liquidated. Appendix D shows 

a list of ships built by the yard up to 1912. 

A traditional shipyard, Pickersgills built 46 wooden ships, the last firm on the 

Wear to do so. 

1880 Launched the last wooden ship made by any yard on the Wear 

- Coppername 

The firm had bought more land to extend the yard, in order to be able to build 

iron ships, 

1880 Whilst building its first iron ship, SS Camargo, William Pickersgill Senior 

was killed in an accident. 

William Pickersgill took over as managing director, joined by his two younger 

brothers, Charles (c.1850-1895), and Frederick (c.1860- ). 

1881 Charles was a junior member of the firm, employing 250 men and 30 boys; 

Frederick was an assistant draughtsman[4] 

1885-7 Pickersgill managed to keep the yard going during the depression of 

1885–7 

By the end of the 1880s the yard had changed from iron to steel construction, 

following the lead of the Clyde shipyards. 

By 1891 Frederick was a member of the firm 

1893 The last ever Sunderland full-rigger Margarita was launched in July. 

 

Aberdeen Free Press October 9 1884 

Freight reports 

December January: Tacuma home (Andrada) 30s no reduction 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/W._Pickersgill_and_Sons#cite_note-4


 
Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society- 

13 
 

Eastern Morning News December 20 1889 

Commercial Reports 

For sale The Andrada sailing Company in £100 shares, Heatly, Janish, and Co. 

 

RNLI magazine Volume 16 issue 179 

Barmouth.- A large vessel was seen stranded on St Patricks Causeway on the 

morning of the 24th March 1895. A heavy gale was blowing from S.W., the 

weather was thick and the sea rough. The lifeboat Jones Gibb put off at 8.15 and 

reaching the vessel found she was the four-masted barque Andrada, of and for 

Liverpool, from Tacoma, with a cargo of wheat. The boat anchored and laid close 

to the ship until 1.30 pm, being several times filled by the heavy seas which 

broke over her, the wind having changed to N.W. at noon, and blowing a terrific 

gale for about an hour, after which it moderated. The master of the vessel stated 

that he did not require any help from the lifeboat, and ultimately the coxswain 

gave orders to weigh the anchor and set sail. Nineteen of the barque’s crew 

thereupon got into the boat, requested to be taken ashore, and were landed at 

Barmouth, the others remaining on board the vessel, which eventually floated 

and was towed to her destination by steam tugs. 

 

The Western Mail March 26 1895 

Minor Casualties 

The Andrada previously reported aground at St Patricks Causeway, is bulging, 

and it is feared she will become a total loss, Another attempt will be made to tow 

her off.  

 

The North Wales Express March 29 1895 

A large four-masted barque, “Andrada,” of Liverpool, was blown on to and 

stranded on St Patricks Causeway on Saturday night last during the storm. On 

Sunday the two tug boats went out to render assistance, but were unable to do 

anything. The vessel is at present in a helpless condition, and its cargo is being 

thrown overboard. It is hoped that before the end of the week, when the bulk of 

her cargo will have been discharged, the Andrada will be towed off to Liverpool. 

The cargo is solely composed of wheat from San Francisco. 
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Parry, H., 1969, Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales 

The barque Andrada bound for Liverpool from Oregon with a cargo of grain went 

on the causeway on the night of 24th March 1895. Early the next morning the 

ship’s plight was observed from Dryffyn and a message dispatched to Barmouth 

to alert the lifeboat crew. The Jones-Gibb was soon underway and reached the 

ship. After standing by for about four hours, the life boat often filled by heavy 

seas, the master said that he did not want help. The coxswain then gave orders 

to weigh anchor but the thought of the lifeboat going back was too much for 

nineteen of the crew who pleaded to be landed. They were taken off and landed 

at Barmouth. The Portmadog tug Snowdon arrived and made repeated but 

unsuccessful attempt to tow the barque off. Later more tugs arrived from 

Liverpool with lighters and some of the cargo was discharged into these to 

lighten the vessel before the successful attempt to tow her off.  

 

Liverpool Mercury Thursday 4 April 1895 

Wrecks and Casualties 

Andrada-The Liverpool salvage Association reports: Discharge of cargo into craft 

alongside proceeds as tide permits. 

 

Carnarvon and Denbigh Herald April 5 1895 

The “ANDRADA”. – The ship Andrada was still on St Patricks Causeway up to 

the time of writing this paragraph. They had taken away the yards & c., for the 

purpose of lightening her. Another ship narrowly escaped a similar casualty last 

week. Fortunately one of the tug boats in the bay went to her assistance in time 

and took her to a fair way.  

 

The South Wales Daily Post April 8 1895 

Minor Casualties 

The British Barque Andrada, which stranded near Barmouth, was floated on 

Sunday morning, and now is in St Tudwal’s Roads, being prepared for towing to 

Liverpool. 
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Liverpool Mercury April 10 1895 

ARRIVAL OF THE ANDRADA. Yesterday the Liverpool ship Andrada which was 

stranded some weeks ago near Portmadog and which was successfully floated, 

arrived in the Mersey in tow of the Liverpool steam tug Corn. 

 

Barmouth and County Advertiser April 10 1895 

The ANDRADA. The efforts to get the Andrada off the Causeway were successful 

on Sunday morning last and she was taken into St Tudwal’s Roads, where she is 

undergoing the repairs which are needed so that she may be towed to Liverpool. 

 

Carnarvon and Denbigh Herald April 12 1895 

At Last.- The four-masted ship Andrada which went on St Patricks Causeway 

opposite Dyffyn a fortnight last Sunday morning, has been successfully re floated 

and taken into St Tudwal’s roadstead, whence she will be towed to Liverpool 

when thoroughly overhauled. 

 

Liverpool Mercury April 18 1895 

Adverts & Notices 

Auction, Friday at quarter past One o’clock in the Corn Exchange, about 1200 

tons of damaged and wet Walla Walla wheat ex Andrada, lying East Waterloo 

dock Quay. Apply Thos. B. Duke & Co., Brokers 

 

Board of Trade Inquiry April 18 1895 

No.5134 “ANDRADA”  The Merchant Shipping Act 1894 

In the matter of formal Investigation held at the Magistrate room, 107 Dale 

Street, Liverpool, on 17th and 18th April 1895 before John Kinghorn, Esquire, 

Deputy stipendiary Magistrate, assisted by Captains Richardson and Edwards, 

into the circumstances attending the stranding of the British sailing ship 

“Andrada” of Liverpool, on St Patricks Causeway, on the 24th March 1895. 
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Report of the Court 

The Court having carefully inquired into the circumstances, attending the above 

named shipping casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the annex hereto, that 

the stranding was caused by the master’s taking the light seen at 8.15 pm., on 

23rd March 1895 be to be the Coningbeg Light, and thereafter steering improper 

courses, coupled with the non use of the lead. The court finds that the master, 

George Arthur Adams, was in default, and suspends his certificate (No. 017,707) 

for three calendar months. 

Dated this 18th day of April 1895 

Signed   John Kinghorn, Judge 

We concur in the above report. 

Signed   George Richardson, } Assessors                                                                              

-            T. Tolson Edwards,    

On application of the master, the Court decided to recommend the Board of 

Trade to grant him a certificate as first mate during the period of suspension. 

 

Shields Daily Gazette June 19 1895 

The Ship Building Trade 

Liverpool to Portland (O) (Andrada) ballasting 2000 tons., 10s full consignment 

 

Glasgow Herald June 20 1896 

Sale of shipping shares 

Shares fully paid, ten £100 shares in the ship Andrada 2,594 tons which sold at 

£40 per share. 
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Dundee Advertiser February 1897 

Corn Markets 

There are several fresh arrivals of white qualities, but the only bid reported is 30s 

for Andrada, 17,000 quarters Walla ( wheat grown in Walla Walla, Washington 

State). Nominal value of Californians arrived is about 32s. 

 

South Wales Echo 20th February 1897 

To-days Money 

At the Baltic, on the improvement in America, the market for cargoes of wheat 

had a hardening, but the volume of business was confined within narrow limits – 

the Andrada. 17,000qrs Walla off coast sold at 30s 6½ 

 

Belfast News-Letter July 13 1897 

Fully paid shares in the Andrada were sold at £38 each 

 

Shields Daily Gazette September 21 1897 

San Francisco shipping, Andrada sailed from Antwerp to San Francisco in 116 

days, general 

 

Shields Daily Gazette December 4 1897 

San Francisco Shipping 

Andrana, wheat or barley UK or Havre, Antwerp or Dunkirk 31s 3d net  

 

Belfast News-Letter April 27 1898 

The Money Market 

Very few sellers and quickly improved on Liverpool advices. The fact that 46s has 

been bid and refused for the Andrada, Califorian off coast, speaks for itself, now 

held 47s for March. 
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Shields Daily Gazette April 15 1899 

Shipping Intelligence 

February discharging Andrada, Puget or British Columbia, 60s lumber direct port 

U.K. 

 

 

San Francisco December 19 1900 

San Francisco Dec. 18 – The steamers Centennial and Williamette, which arrived 

yesterday from Seattle, gave evidence of having passed through from stormy 

weather. The Centennial had a decided list to starboard and the Williamette was 

barely able to end her trip. Hurricanes and frequent gales off the Washington and 

Oregon coasts almost wrecked the vessels. 

 

The Morning Astorian December 21 1900 

 

The storm which has been raging for several days on the coast is one of the most 

severe that has visited this section for several years … The storm seems general 

all along the coast and vessels that arrive in report the roughest weather ever 

known along the coast. 

At Fort Stevens the latest reports stated that the velocity of the wind at that 

place was over 100 miles an hour. 

 

Los Angeles Evening Express January 2 1901 

 

Astoria  - Twenty-two days ago the fine British ship Andrada of 2,394 tons 

appeared off the Columbia [river] and Pilot Cordiner was taken aboard. A great 

storm arose at that time and the Andrada was driven to the north. She has not 

been seen since and it is feared she has met a fate similar to that of the British 

ship Cadzow Forest, which disappeared with pilot Grassman five years ago. 
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Lloyds List January 10 1901  

 

Astoria January 2 .- 22 days ago British ship Andrada from Santa Regalia  

appeared off Columbia and pilot Cordiner taken aboard. A great storm arose at 

this time and the Andrada was driven north and has not been seen since. 

 

Daily Astorian January 12 1901 

Re-Insurance on Andrada 

Now quoted at 55 percent , an increase of 20 percent since Wednesday 

                 ________________________________ 

San Francisco, Jan.  11.- Re-insurance on the British bark Andrada has advanced, 

now quoted at 55 per cent an increase of 10 per cent since Thursday and of 20 

per cent since Wednesday. Since December 11, when the Andrada was sighted 

off the Columbia river bar, the Andrada has not been heard from and the belief is 

gaining currency that the vessel is lost. 

 

Los Angeles Herald January 16 1901 

Seattle . Jan. 15 – The United States Revenue cutter Perry, Captain Kilgore 

arrived in port last night after a fruitless search up the coast from the mouth of 

the Columbia for the missing ship Andrada. The Perry sailed again this afternoon 

to sail southwards and resume her quest. Captain Kilgore states that the weather 

along the coast is still very severe and that a number of ships which were taken 

down the straits put back rather than face the storm. 

 

Morning Oregonian January 31 1901 

 

Victoria, B.C., Jan 30 – News was brought by the steamer Queen City tonight 

that much wreckage has been found on the West coast. Four days ago a piece of 

teak, believed to be from the back of a ships boat, was picked up on Bonilla Point 

by Lighthouse keeper Daykin. It has the name Andrada cut into it and, it is 

believed to have come from the missing ship, which was blown from the 
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Columbia river seven weeks ago. On an island near Kyuquot [North Vancouver 

Island] … much lumber all kinds littering the beach for miles, and a number of 

tins of salmon without label were found. 

 

Lloyds List February 5 1901 

 

ANDRADA.—San Francisco, Jan. 15.—United States steamer Perry arrived 

Seattle 15th from an unsuccessful search of missing British ship Andrada. 

 

Lloyds List February 11 1901 

 

Found at Bonilla Point by lighthouse_ keeper Daykin. It had the name Andra cut 

into it, and it is believed to have come from the missing ship Andrada, which 

was blown from the Columbia River some weeks ago. 

 

DailyAstorian.com 

 

Andrada hove too off Columbia river bar on 11 December and pilot Peter Cordiner 

boarded vessel. Weather wrong to enter and the vessel stood out to sea and was 

hit by hurricane and disappeared. 

 

Tacoma Public Library 

 

In 1907 Captain Kennedy of the British four-masted barque Jordanhill, at Astoria 

from Rotterdam told of sighting the Andrada off the Columbia entrance shortly 

before her disappearance, on her beam ends and flying distress signals.  

H.W McCurdy Marine history of the Pacific northwest, P.62 
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Evening Express February 4 1901 

Shipping Casualties (Lloyds Telegrams)  Sunday 

Ardnamurchan and Andrada. - Vancouver telegram states : Ardnamurchan sailed 

December 3. Wreckage strewn along the coast first reported at Astoria January 

21 – cases of canned salmon: wreckage identified by shippers marks belonging 

to her cargo; considered possible Andrada missing, and Ardnamurchan have 

been in collision. Memo Above telegram is from Lloyds agent, and is in reply to 

the following inquiry:- What are the reasons for supposing wreckage to have 

come from Ardnemurchan ? What did the wreckage consist of: Telegraph date 

and position washed ashore.- British ship Ardnumurchan sailed from Steverton 

(British Columbia) December 3 for Liverpool and British barque Andrada sailed 

Santa Rosalia for Portland (Oregon) November 12 and was reported off Columbia 

river about December 15. 

 

Evening Express February 9 1901 

Supposed loss of British vessels 

Seattle, Thursday.- The Revenue cutter Grant, while cruising in the 

neighbourhood of Vancouver Island, found portions of wreckage belonging to the 

English vessels Andrada and Plais, which it is feared, have foundered. 

Central News 

 

Evening Express 28 March  1901 

Shipping Casualties (Lloyds Telegrams) 

Diadem and Andrada. – Two following vessels not having been heard of since 

date specified, considered very much overdue ;- Andrada of Liverpool, which is 

reported to have sailed from Santa Rosalia, Lower California for Portland Oregon, 

November 12 last and was off Astoria Bar December 11. 
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Evening Express April 4 1901 

Shipping Casualties (Lloyds Telegrams) 

Diadem and Andrada – The following two vessels, previously referred to as 

overdue, were posted at Lloyds today as missing. 

Andrada of Liverpool, which left Santa Rosalia, Lower California, for Portland 

(Oregon), in ballast on November 12 last, was off Astoria bar on December 11, 

and has not since been heard off. 

 

The Morning Astorian April 18 1901 

The Captain of the Ardnamurchan [which finally reached its destination in 

England] has explained how the cases of salmon were washed ashore on the 

Clatsop beach from his ship, by saying that a violent storm made it necessary to 

jettison a part of the cargo. 

 

Weekly Mail July 20 1901 

Local Probate case. – Death of a Swansea man Presumed 

In the Probate Division of the High Court of Justice on Monday (before the 

president, Sir Francis Jeune) application was made for leave to presume the 

death of Captain David Owen Thomas of Swansea, master of the ship Andrada 

belonging to Liverpool. The Andrada sailed under his command from Santa 

Rosalia Bay, in the Gulf of California, for Portland (Oregan) on November 12 

1900. The vessel arrived off Columbia river on the 12th December, when a 

hurricane suddenly sprung up, and the vessel was blown out to sea and never 

since been heard of. The Andrada had been posted at Lloyds as missing, and the 

underwriters had paid the insurance as for a total loss. Captain Thomas was 

insured. – His Lordship granted leave to presume the death on or since 

December 12, 1900 

 

Lloyd, L., 1993, Wherever Freights May Offer 

For various reasons losses of barques and fully rigged ships on St Patricks 

Causeway (Sarn Badrig) declined in the last three decades of the nineteenth 

century and into the 20th century. For example owners were prepared to have 

their ships towed by powerful steam tugs from the Irish sea into Liverpool and 
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from Liverpool into the Western approaches went outward bound. This saved a 

great deal of time (and time was money) but also reduced the risk of operating 

sailing vessels, in that, unassisted they were most vulnerable relatively close 

inshore at the end and commencement of oceanic voyages. 

 

By the end of the eighteenth century Barque came to refer to a vessel with a 

particular type of sail plan. This comprises three (or more) masts, fore-and-aft 

sails on the mizzen  mast and square sails on all other masts. Barques were the 

workhorse of the golden age of sail in the mid-19th century as they attained 

passages that nearly matched full-rigged ships, but could operate with smaller 

crews. 

The advantage of these rigs was that they needed smaller (therefore cheaper) 

crews than a comparable full-rigged ship or brig-rigged vessel, as fewer of the 

labour-intensive square sails were used, and the rig itself is cheaper. Another 

advantage is that a barque can outperform a schooner or barkentine, and is both 

easier to handle and better at going to windward than a full-rigged ship. While a 

full-rigged ship is the best runner available, and while fore-and-aft rigged vessels 

are the best at going to windward, the barque is often the best compromise, and 

combines the best elements of these two. 

Most ocean-going windjammers were four-masted barques, since the four-

masted barque is considered the most efficient rig available because of its ease 

of handling, small need of manpower, good running capabilities, and good 

capabilities of rising toward wind. Usually, the main mast was the tallest. The 

four-masted barque can be handled with a surprisingly small crew—at minimum, 

10—and while the usual crew was around 30, almost half of them could be 

apprentices. 

Andrada was a steel-hulled four-masted barque rigged in "jubilee" or 

"baldheaded" fashion, i.e. without royal sails over the top-gallant sails. See Fig. 4 

page 41 for an illustration of top gallant sails, the sails above the sails in pink are 

Royals. Barque on page 42 with the same rig as Andrada. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fore-and-aft_sails
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fore-and-aft_sails
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_rig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_age_of_sail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schooner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barkentine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windjammer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barque
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Fig. 3  Model of a four masted barque 

 

 

Graveyard of the Pacific: Shipwrecks on the Washington Coast 

The stretch of coast between Tillamook Bay in Oregon and Vancouver Island 

encompassing the mouth the Columbia river and the entrance to the Strait of 

Juan de Fuca, has claimed since 1800 more than 2,000 vessels and perhaps as 

many as 1000 lives. At the Columbia, the combination of river flow and offshore 

currents created an ever shifting sand bar at the mouth, which in itself 

represented a hazardous crossing. But fogs and violent weather systems from 

the North Pacific or sometimes just bad luck caused ships to founder or burn or 

to be crushed against the shore. Beginning with the California gold rush, 

mariners called the area the graveyard of the Pacific. The rocky shores of the 

Columbia’s mouth funnelled the river into the ocean with great force, something 

like a fire hose, unlike other major rivers whose power dissipates in deltas. 

By David Wilma 9/12/2006 History link.org essay 7936    

 

Index to Captains Register of Lloyd’s of London (Guildhall library Ms 

18567) 

Adams, George Arthur b. Liverpool 1863 017707 Liverpool 1890 vol. 43 1891, 

1893-95; vol.58 1897-1898, 1900-1903; vol.73 1904-07, 1909-1911 
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London Metropolitan Archives  

CLC/B/148/B/019/MS18567/071.    “Captains register  T-V.   1896 – 1903            

-                                                    MS 18567 

              

 

The Columbia River has a long history of shipwrecks. Its bar, where freshwater 

and saltwater meet, is one of the most difficult crossings of any river in the 

world, especially in the spring when the river’s volume is so great that the 

freshwater plume extends 100 miles to sea, and in the winter when storms lash 

the jumble of waves to 50 feet and higher. Historically, the crossing was 

particularly difficult for ships under sail because the two natural channels across 

the bar forced them to turn sideways to the current and the wind. To this day it 

is not uncommon for ships to wait a week or longer for the bar to calm enough to 

allow a safe crossing. 

The mouth of the Columbia and the near-shore areas to the north and south are 

littered with shipwrecks. More than 200 are known to have occurred. Some, like 

the Peter Iredale, (a British four masted Barque) which ran aground on the 

Oregon shore south of the river in 1906, are visible to this day. 

 

Morning Oregonian June 20 1901      

    FATE OF A FINE FLEET 

       _____________________ 

ANDRADA  ANDELANA  AND ANDRINA WIPED OUT OF EXISTANCE 

Advice from Punta Arenas, under date of April 26, report that salvors have given 

up the work of saving the British ship Andrina, on account of the enormous 

difficulties attached to the undertaking. If there is anything superstitious in the 

make-up of Messrs. E.F. & W. Roberts , owners of the Andrina, Andelana, 

Andrada, Andola, Andorinha and a number of vessels bearing similar names, they 

must be appalled by the experience of their ships in the past few years. 

Three years ago no finer quartet of ships sailed the ocean than the Andrada, 

Andalena, Andrina and Andorinha. The first three were 4000 tonners, and the 

Andoriaha had a capacity of 5000 tons. About three years ago the Andorinha 

caught fire in New York harbour and was damaged to the extent of nearly 
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200,000 dollars. She was condemned and sold, but fell into the hands of her 

original owners and was repaired, and is still afloat. While she was undergoing 

repairs her master, Captain Starling was transferred to the Andalena, and early 

in 1899 brought her across the Orient to Tacoma. While lying in the harbour at 

Tacoma the ship was struck by a squall and went down so quickly that Captain 

Starling and 11 of his crew were drowned like rats in a trap. The vessel is still at 

the bottom of Tacoma harbour, although many thousands have been spent in an 

effort to raise her. 

About two months after the loss of the Andalena, the Andrina sailed from 

Antwerp for San Francisco, along in the summer of 1899 piled up on the rocky 

coast neat the straits of Magellan. The crew escaped from the Andrina, but the 

underwriters dumped a good many thousand dollars into the wreck before they 

finally abandoned her, as stated in the advice just received. 

The last and worst disaster met by the Roberts fleet was encountered by the 

Andrada, a big four master, well known in this port, where she remained at one 

time for nearly a year. The Andrada sailed from Santa Rosalia for Portland 

November 12 1900 and after a fine run of 20 days, picked up the Pilot Peter 

Cordiner off the mouth of the river late one afternoon. The tugs were busy with 

another ship, and as night was coming on, the vessel stood off shore and has 

never been seen since. One of the worst gales ever known off the mouth of the 

river was raging the night of disappearance, and it is supposed that she turned 

turtle and went down so quickly that none of the thirty men on board had the 

slightest chance to save themselves. 

Other ships of the line have also been anything but fortunate and in 1894 the 

Andola, big four-master, dispatched from Tacoma by Sibson 7 Kerr, of this city 

was wrecked off the English coast and became a total loss. The Andretta, a well 

known trader out of Portland, on her last outward trip from this city was 

damaged to the extent of several thousand dollars, while entering a dock at 

Havre. Including the Andola and the damage to the Andorinha, the property loss 

on the fleet since 1894 has been in excess of 500,000 dollars while over 40 lives 

were lost on the Andelana and Andrada. 

 

Lloyds register 1889 – 1900 shows David Owen Thomas as master since 1900 

an alteration after the book was published. 
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Lloyds Casualty list April 1 – June 30 1891 

Sailing ships - Missing 

Andrada 
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7.0 Analysis 

I found numerous examples of the cargo capacity of Andrada advertised for sale 

via Shipping intelligence by the ton and its cargo being sold while it was still at 

sea. Its destination being communicated to the master in Queenstown, Ireland 

after rounding Cape Horn and crossing the Atlantic. The final destination decided 

by the price bid and accepted on the money markets. It seemed to search for 

cargoes and in its early life was laid up in California and Oregon due to lack of 

cargo. It was built at the end of the age of sail and had to compete with steam 

ships, even if they sailed for the majority of the journey. Its rig as a four masted 

barque was the most efficient available for the voyages it was intended to 

complete across the Atlantic, around Cape Horn and along the western coast of 

America. It required less crew to man her than a fully rigged ship and was nearly 

as fast. 

Its stranding on St Patricks Causeway was caused by the navigational error of 

the master rather than being blown onto it, so being a sailing ship blown onto a 

lee shore was not the reason it grounded. The master was found to have failed to 

use the lead, this is a lead weight on a line to find depth, it also has tallow in its 

base to discover the type of seabed which is recorded on charts to this day. If it 

had been used the depth and sea bed would have shown his error before the 

stranding. It finished up being towed to Liverpool and this became a method of 

safeguarding sailing vessels relatively close to land at the beginning or conclusion 

of voyages from Liverpool. It was also quicker so saved time and money. 

I found crewlist useful as it found the ships official number and had links to direct 

me to various sites holding crew lists, the Mercantile Navy list and the 

appropriation book.  

The Welsh newspapers on line provided most of the reports of the incidents in 

the short lifetime of the Andrada. 

A Google search provided the details concerning the ship builders and led me 

Wrecksite EU and Searlecanada who provided basic details of the ships history 

which I was able to expand. 

I found I was able to search British Newspaper Archives which produced 

numerous reports that even if I was unable to open, the brief details it provided I 

found useful. I decided against renewing my subscription after I finished up 

paying more for two months because of their conditions on automatic renewal 

then for their three month agreement, and I did not want another automatic 

renewal. This function would be useful to decide if a subscription was worthwhile 

by showing how many and what type of reports are available. 
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Lloyds List newspaper 1801-1884, 1887-1890, 1892-1894, 1896-1901, 1903-

1910, 1912 is held by the British newspaper archives a paid for site that will  

provided further details of sailings and arrivals. 

The University of Oregon site with a local newspapers archive proved useful, 

providing information about the disappearance of the Andrada, the search for her 

or survivors and the owners of the ship. 

I found the articles on the nature of the Columbia river and the weather systems 

that affect it interesting and although I have heard of the large cities in this area 

I knew nothing of it’s geography or nature. The present day river pilots use 

powerful self-righting boats and helicopters to board ships, instead of  sailing 

boats or canoes of the late nineteenth century. The US coastguard has a training 

base at the entrance of the river because it provides conditions routinely more 

demanding than anywhere else in the USA. 

The crew lists that have survived are unfortunately not on line and only some 

details of the master of the Andrada when she hit the causeway. The record has 

a gap in his acting as a master after the suspension of his masters certificate by 

the Board of trade enquiry in 1895, until 1898.He however is shown continuing in 

Lloyds register. 

David Owen Thomas the master when the ship disappeared may have been a 

boy, then cadet on the ship U Larsing from 1877 to 1879 registered in 

Aberystwyth. 

The shipping line controlled by E.F. & W. Roberts was fairly extensive with each 

vessel being registered to “Its name” sailing ship company Limited (Andrada 

sailing ship company Limited). As can be seen from the newspaper report they 

certainly suffered some losses costing over 40 lives and 500,000 dollars. They 

were still having steam ships built in by Shorts in Sunderland in 1911. 

The supposition in the Lloyds list that Ardnamurchan had collided with the 

Andrada because cargo from the Ardnamurchan had been found washed up was 

ended when the vessel eventually arrived in England and explained cargo had 

been jettisoned in a storm to protect the vessel. 

The newspaper report of the probate hearing was something I had not realised 

occurred so quickly, it unfortunately did not mention who brought the case. 

Searlecanada web site suggested the masters wife and young son may have 

been onboard when it disappeared but I can find no other reference to this or 

anything to confirm or refute this statement. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

I have spent approximately 40 hours on this report, about 90 % on line. 

The stranding in 1895 was shown by the Board of trade enquiry to have resulted 

from the master’s failure to use all the methods available at the time to confirm 

the position of his vessel. 

I continued to learn how to read Lloyds Register, and how to use crewlist 

effectively with its links to other sites. I learnt that newspaper reports are  

available free in the northwest USA and provided much more detail than Lloyds 

telegrams reported in the UK. I found the Latitude site which enabled me to 

check the reported positions on the long voyages fitted with the route and 

approximate time. I now know why barques were used extensively for longer 

voyages and how they were rigged. 

I suspect this need to tow sailing vessels to avoid losses compounded the 

reasons to move from sail to steam ships and they were better able to cope with 

severe gales. 

There is no wreck site known for the Andrada, I am sure it will be discovered by 

accident during scanning or surveying the ocean floor the Columbia river area in 

the future.  

I have achieved my original objectives except to find details of the crew which 

again is not available on line, and the lack a details of the masters and crew 

prevents identifying them in census or other records. 

There is no further avenues to research on line for this vessel. 

The story of this vessel is short and although its fate is not certain, it obviously 

sank in the storm off the Columbia river. This unfortunately is not unique as 

another British vessel five years previously, had picked up a pilot here and 

disappeared, others are reported as having reappeared two months after being 

blown north by gales. 
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Appendices:  

 

Appendix A – Table of Lloyd’s Registers entries for the Andrada 

1894-95 

1121 89736  Andrada   Steel4mstBk  2551  +100A1  Ant  1891  W.Pickering[1]  Sunderland  
-  MBLG  GE Adams 91 2DksUStl-wm 1370-2444  9,98    A&CP    1mo           & Sons                                   

-                    1BHcrm 

Andrada Sailing  304.5[43.2[24.0  Liverpool  25.9  V                                                                   

-ShipCo(lim)       P34’  F37’           British                                                                                  

-EF&W Roberts 

100A1  character of ships built of steel according to rules of the Society 

A&CP   anchor and chain proved at a public machine approved by the Society 

Steel4mstBk  Steel 4 masts barque 

+  built under special survey 

2Dks  2 decks steel covered with wood 

1BHcrm  1 bulkhead cemented  

Ant   Surveyed at Antwerp 

P34’  Poop deck 34 feet 

F37’  Forecastle 37 feet 

 

 

No changes until 1899  

 

 

1899 - 1900 

 

 

Master changed to D O Thomas -00 

Ss liv.No.3 8-95  special survey of iron & steel ships required under rules No.3 in August of 1895 

Total weight 2593 , net 2370 gross 2394 

Ham  Port of Survey Hamburg 

Bk 10’   Bar Keel with depth in inches 
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Appendix B – The Timeline for the Andrada 

Maiden voyage to Sydney, Australia, Adams 

January 9 1891 London Andrada 

January 15 1891 Shields Andrada 

February 10 1891 London sailed Andrada for Sydney 

February 10 1891 Gravesend Andrada sailed for Sydney 

May 19 1891 Sydney arrived Andrana from London 

September 23 1891 San Francisco arrived Andrada from Sydney 

 

1892 

May 19 1892 laid at San Francisco Andrada awaiting Wheat season in September  

September 20 1892 Cardiff loading Andrana(s) 1174, Bulgeus for Piraeus 

Two years to early 1893 laid up in Martinez, Sacramento river, California awaiting  

-                                                                                                            cargo 

 

1893 

March 7 1893 San Francisco sailed Andrada for Antwerp 

June 7 1893 spoken to 9N 29W Andrada San Francisco to Antwerp 

June 30 1893 spoken to 9N 25W Andrada San Francisco for Antwerp 

July 16 1893 spoken to 9N 15W Andrada 

July 28 1893 Dungeness passed east Andrada (bq)(of Liverpool) 

September 10 1893 Antwerp sailed Andrada 2,444 in ballast 

September 11 1893 Beachy Head passed west Andrada (of Liverpool)[ll](in tow) 

September 11 1893 St Catherines Point passed west Andrada 

September 12 1893 Lizard passed west Andrada of Liverpool under tow 

September 13 1893 Cardiff arrived Andrada from Antwerp 

September 15 1893 Cardiff entered outwards Andrada,B,2444, Adams, for          

-                                                                  Santa Rosalia,  Worms, Josse & Co 

October 30 1893 Cardiff cleared Andrada,B, for Santa Rosalia 801 fuel,               

-                                                                                2,127 coke, 71 shearings 
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December 1 1893 Spoken to Andrada, Adams 8N 28W from Cardiff 31/10 

December 5 1893 Spoken to Andrada, Adams 8N 31W from Cardiff 31/10 

December 6 1893 Spoken to Andrada, Adams 8N 32W from Cardiff 31/10 

December 19 1893 Santa Rosalia arrived Andrada, Adams from Cardiff 

 

1894 

 

October 26 Tacoma arrived Andrada from Santa Rosalia 

October 29 1894 Tacoma, Washington sailed Andrada for Liverpool, Adams,         

-                                                                                           3,712 tons wheat 

December 5 1894 spoken to Andrada, Adams 7S 31W 

 

1895 

 

January 29 1895 At 25N 27W Andrada Puget Sound for UK 

March 24 1895 struck St Patricks Caseway, Cardigan Bay 

April 12 1895 refloated towed to St Tudwal’s roads then onto Liverpool.   

May 23 1895 vessels spoken to Andrada March 10 25S 37E Cardiff for Penang 

September 4 1894 London sailed Andrada for Portland (O) 

 

1896 

January 2 1896 spoken to Andrada, Adams in position 28N 32W  

January 4 1896 Astoria arrived Andrana from Liverpool 

January 18 1896 Portland (O) arrived Andrada from Liverpool 

February 5 1896 Astoria arrived Andrada, Adams 

October 8 1896 Portland (O) Andrada to UK or A.D. 30s net spot 

October 22 1896 charters Andrada wheat at Portland for Europe 30s 

October 25 1896 Astoria sailed Andrana, Adams 

November 7 1896 Columbia river Andrada with wheat to UK 
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1897 

 

February 15 1897 Brow Head passed east Andrana (bq) Portland for Queenstown 

February 17 1897 Roches Point arrived Andrada(Bq)(of Liverpool) Adams 

February 22 1897 Queenstown sailed Andrada for Hamburg 

April 23 1897 Newcastle arrived Andrada, Adams  

June 6 1897 Flushing sailed Andrana, Adams   

June 25 1897 Azores Andrana 

September 2 1897 spoken to Andrada 11N 36W  

October 1 1897 San Francisco arrived Andrada from Antwerp 

October 25 1897 Astoria sailed Andrada, Adams 

December 4 1897 San Francisco Andrada wheat or barley UK, Havre, Antwerp or 

-                                                                                        Dunkirk 31s 3d net  

December 30 1897 Queenstown arrived Andrada 

 

1898 

 

February 5 1898 London Andrana 

April 25 1898 Queenstown From San Francisco for orders Andrada 2,394, Adams 

-                                                                                                           wheat  

April 25 1898 Queenstown arrived Andrada in tow of tug William for Antwerp  

April 27 1898 Queenstown cleared Andrana for Antwerp 

May 3 1898 Flushing arrived Andrada from San Francisco 

May 5 1898 Antwerp arrived Andrada, Adams from San Francisco 

May 1 1898 Beachy Head passed west Andrana (bq)(of Liverpool) 

August 1 1898 Newcastle sailed Andrada for San Francisco 

August 3 1898 Ventnor passed west Andrana(presumed) 

September 23 1898 spoken to Andrada, Adams 21N 39W 
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1899 

 

January 11 1899 San Francisco shipping, Andrada wheat to Havre, Antwerp or     

-                                                                                            Dunkirk, option 

April 14 1899 Astoria sailed Andrada  

May 1 1899 Astoria sailed Andrada for UK or Continent 

May 5 1899 Port Townsend arrived Andrada, Adams from Astoria 

July 2 1899 Port Townsend freight Andrada UK or Continent 

August 31 1899 Port Townsend Andrada, Adams 

September 21 1899 Port Townsend Andrada, Adams sailed Puget Sound 

October 14 1899 Andrana spoken to at 21S 39W on 23 Sept. by Chaucer  

November 28 1899 Surrey Commercial dock arrived Andrada from Tacoma  

December 29 1889 Port Townsend arrived Andrana from Shanghai 

 

1900 

 

January 27  1900 Millwall docks Andrada 2394, Adams from Puget Sound 

February 17 1900 Millwall docks Andrada 2394, Adams from Puget Sound 

February 21 1900 Shields arrived Andrada in tow 

March 21 1900 Stettin arrived Andrada 

March 27 1900 May Island passed up Andrada(4mast bq) of Liverpool 

November 12 1900 Santa Rosalia sailed Andrada for Portland (O) 

December 11 1900 off Columbia river bar Andrada  
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Appendix C 

 

 

 

   Fig. 1                      ANDRADA IN UNKNOWN PORT 

 

 

 

 

 Fig.2            SHIPBUILDING YARD SIGN  
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Appendix D 

 

The details are unchanged during its lifetime. 
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Appendix E 

Ships built by W. Pickersgill & Sons dated 1912 
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Appendix F 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4 The sails in pink are staysails, the Andrada was rigged with nothing above them 
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Fig. 5 A four masted barque rigged in "jubilee" or "baldheaded" fashion under sail, the same rig as Andrada 


